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In this country tubercle bacilli infect all who do not die prematurely. Few sho^v signs of disease, but of those who do, 90 per cent, die unless they have specific treatment. In an acute infection with a similar mortality the fatal effect of infection lS obvious. But in tuberculosis this is obscured by the duration of the disease. So mis' conceptions flourish; preventive and theraputic measures are delayed, and their effect is difficult to assess.
INCIDENCE OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
In a survey undertaken by Cochrane, Cox, and Jarman (1952) Bradbury (1946) It is uncertain whether the mortality rate will rise or fall in the future, but it see1*1 unlikely that there will be any further profound fall as a result of advances in treatmel1 j^ore new cases will be cured which formerly would have died, but this will be offset y the death of patients in whom cure has not been obtained, and in whom treatment nas merely postponed the inevitable end. It is only by lowering the incidence of tuberculosis that it is possible to hope for any further considerable reduction in the Mortality rate. Although it is clearly impossible to obtain a 100 per cent, attendance of a community at mass X-ray units each year on a voluntary basis, there are many indirect ways of tackling the problem. Whenever a patient attends hospital a chest X-ray can be takenAll in-patients, those attending out-patient and casualty departments, and ante-natal and post-natal clinics can be X-rayed. X-rays can be taken in connection with occupation. Those employed in central and local government, nationalized industries, civil defence, and in the armed forces, including those called up for training with the reserve can be X-rayed regularly. The mass X-ray service in industry can be increased, and more public sessions made available. Children can be X-rayed in their last two years at school. Although little disease is found at this age, it is useful for the idea of regular chest X-rays to be inculcated at an early age. Lastly there is the most difficult although important method, that of attempting to X-ray the whole population of a town or area within a specified time.
The co-operation of general practitioners is essential to the success of these schemes, for only they know the whole picture of the patient and his environment. A negative report may be as valuable to them as a positive, and it is desirable that they receive reports of all chest X-rays, including those taken in the course of mass X-ray surveysWhere a patient has escaped X-ray, his own doctor can do much to persuade him to accept this. As the scale of mass radiography increases, the law of diminishing returns operates. For if tuberculosis is eradicated, then no lesions will be detected. The reintroduction of infection into this island could be avoided by X-raying those entering the country. 
